I .

'] Tt

8% CARMELITE
'NEWS

 Becember _ignu&ép_jiu_mh?, 1954

WHITEFRIARS
FAVERSHAM - KENT

&

~[5= Published by St. Mary's College Building and Missionary Fund <0iy=

Buy him a stick for Christmas

CKS are out of fashion. I am very

sorry about it. Man is primarily a
manual worker and he likes to be doing
something with his hands. There never
was a better solution to the difficully than
fo give a man a stick, A woman likes
her knitting  needles—a boy hikes hig
penknife; but give n man a stick. Look
at the number of things he can do with a
stick, He can walk with it, he can strut

withyit, twiddie it he can tuck ie under his:

lelt arm and imagine himsell o Sergeant
Major. He can walk in keeping with it,
giving it n gentle twirl to show he is in
good humounr, or he can push himsell
along with it in a mood of depression.
If he meets somecone, he can stand
case, striking a gmlfe Imninmﬂum
characteristic of the Buarogue 15 on
the Colonnade of 5t Peter’s.

A stick is & most gracious companion.
With a stick a man is armed to the weeth,
he is ready for all comers.  On the other
hand, lpok at the poor Inds who have
never learned to use a stick, They fiddle
round with cigareiles, tapping them on
their knuckles, putting them to their
mouths and teking them out again, flick-
ing the ash about until'vou wonder what
they are going to do next.

It must be the right kind of stick, of
course, Mone of those gold mounted
abominations, Silver is the only proper
ormamentation for a stick, and not too
much silver at that. There are hundreds

of sticks, The Irish blackthomn, is, of -

course, famous, 1 would like to see the
Liverpool spiv who would be impudent

in face of an Irish blackthorn. For
second place, | would vote in favour of
the good old ash plant — the boon com=
panion of cattle drovers all over Ireland.
Then there comes the cherry stick, but
this is found only in fruit areas, and, of
course, the chestnut. | have seen very few
&cnuinmhmmu sticks. Down here in

ent t grow chestnut for spiles, in
other words, for fencing.

I knew a man once who had an jdea;
He bought a small holding of onlv four
#tres, nnd not good ground at that, He
was an intelligent man and he was not a
farmer. S0 be used his little frechold as
a weckend retreat and began io think oot
what he would do with his four acres.
He decided 1o leave one acre for vege-
tables, another acre wins no good so he
had to leave it He put down one acre
inash saplings and the one acre in black-
thorn.  OF course it takes a long time for
2 crop like that to come into production,
50 he spaced it out in little plots that
motured year by vear. [ think it took
him ten years before he got his first ash
plants and a little longer before he could
get the thorn, He evolved in his own
mind a special philosophy about sticks.
The blackthorn must not have a crook
on it, but ash plants must have a' crook.
Consequently o different kind of root was
desired. In the end he developed a know-
how in the preparation of sticks. He
developed an export trade with America
and his little four acres gave him a return
g:ccat:r than his profession. His work

ame his hobby,

I was obsorbed in the craftmanship of
the work. [ never understood before that



sticks could be boiled and turned and the
crooked ways made straight ; that they
had to be treated with all the delicacy of
a surgeon ; that esch stick had it's own
particular persopality. That with some
sticks you definitely had, as it were, 1o sit
back and consider the very best method
of treatment. 1 was like creating some-
thing new out of something that was just
raw material.  Then sticks had g be
mounted in silver and in gold, with Iron
ferrules and with rubber ones, They had
to be of a ctnai{;clcnglh, in other words,
the stick had to be fitted to the man, even
to the personality and temperament of
the man.

To-day, not merely does he grow his
own raw material, but sticks come to him
to be preparcd from all over the world.
The Australians, the Americans and even
the Mexicans send him sticks to be pre-
pared and mounted,

That is a remarkable thing in many
ways, it shows how a stick can become
part of a man and how it can become an
expression of his personality. However,
I must not devote all my space to the
subject of sticks. But, in conclusion, did
you know that sticks are put up the
chimney like hams to be smoked? That
you must not use just any kind of fuel to
smoke sticks, Some kinds of fuel can
smoke a stick so that it stinks for ever,
and leaves a smell on the hand that uses
it. ‘There are other sticks which can
perfume the hand provided they have
been properly prepared.

B F
Delbridge House

ASKED our members if they would

Ipan me money in units of £50 to
repair DeLsmipae House. 1 intend to fit
itup as & Hostel for pilgrims and visitors.
It will be Residential and Educational.
We will take in students from the Con-
tinent during the summer months, The
response has been good. I have now
decided 10 make a better job of con-
version than was previously possible.
We can do with a little more money if
anyone has it to spare, and we will pay
interest at 3%. pital will be repaid
within a year.
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Learn carly to apologise
is one of the most useful arts of
life. Start off by apologising for the
things that don't need an apology; go on
to the things that need a little one, and
work up to the big things that need a
full one. Train yoursell 1o say.

“1 am sorry, please forgive me, how
stupid of me not Lo understand.”

“ | am sorry for having been so uncouth
and heavy handed, in the matter,”

Or just say.

“I lost my temper this morning, and 1
am very sorry for it, 1 ought really to
growup, 1 wasn't in my usual good form.*

In other words, never let the sun go
down upon anger. All differences of
opinion can be smoothed out by a tactful
apology.

Many people apologise for being wrong
even when they are guite sure that they
are right. A tactful apology disarms en-
mity and opposition.

You try it on. After a while you will
find people saying what a nice man you
are.  They will say.

“He is not one of those people who
rides roughshod over everybody."

“ Mow, there's 1 man who realises that
Suﬂlhjg_e.r people have rights as well as him-

“He must be a nice person to live
with.”

“ %o understanding.”

“A sensitive person.”

“Is he married 7

In fact, you will find it rather difficult
'td-:l ?wid wenring & halo— but don’t over-
o it.

I knew a nice young man who drove
a smart motor car, and on a wel day he
drove through a puddle and thought he
had splashed the nylons of a young lady
walking on the foot path. Being a sen-
setive young man he stopped, raised his
hat and apologised for his unpardonable
conduct. She received his apology so
:hu.ﬁninsliﬂml she enchanted him. She
was in a hurry for lunch and of course
he gave her a lift home. Mow he is the
Fmenpcr and occasionally she take him
or a ride.
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up in the summer time and
| with slanes and let it dry,
it and clamp it, so that
through it. Then down
to provide fuel for
. is one memaory an
i with him wherever he
it is tho smell of the turf fire, You
tang of it over every bog. These
clamps are one of the most familiar
ights in Ireland, and turl cutting and
i ha ing always partakes of some-
ing like n picnic. It is a day in the
It was on the shady side of one
ese black clamps of turf that Mat
ron Inld himsell down for the last

Well, the doctor came and it wos de-
cided not to have an inguest because the
man had died of old age. Still dressed in
his old fricze coat Inid him upon a
turf sled and lined it with heather. They
made a rough coffin and painted a cross
on

i
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Finally, at the end of the penal days, the
Community—a Prior and one lay-brother
iataie S Shb SeE e teia
separite ways. In the pac -
his old habit. It was not the Third Order
habit that we usually know among Ter-
tiaries. It was o full and well worn old
habit, greasy and a little dirty and he had

it with him ever since he had
been upon the road.

These good people knew whal o relig-
ious habit was, so they stri him of
his old fricze coat and clothed him in his
habit. Then, beneath the old coat they
found a crucifix on g long chain. Some-
one noticed that bchi;:d hndyp;gdiﬁ
CTOSS WS @ paper. A paper wra

oiled sitk, and on it was written Mat
Baron's Vow:i—

“To walk Thy roads until [ die,
: ke

in hunger, cold and 5
To see Thy cross on every hill,
in the of every tree
To see Thy blood upon the stones,
S

e

on an island and his only commun)
with the mainland was by plane. He
ciilled in to the priest on the mainland
make his Easter duty and the priest said
o him, * Now, can’t vou come to confes-
sion and communion more often than
once ,';! . "_Bﬂti Futlgl:" nid%
min, way 1 can get over is
B i e e
u ; &
“1t is too expensive for venial sin, an
too risky for
- * L3
Indignant Cabby
An American was being shown round

|
]
:
:
g
i

a statue of a very noble looking gent on

a . The cabby said,
"‘lﬁmﬂ plous and immor-
tal memory.” The Yank said, * Mever

of it!" *Gawd man” said the
*don't you ever read your Bible?™

Studying Form.

A Dublin bookie and his clerk were
sitting in the office waiting for the little
bird that brings news, when the telephone
rang to say that racing was ofl for the
day. The bookie looked at the clerk and
the clerk looked at the bookie, and both
had the same thought — there was no use
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brains out” Another man argued he
could not eat ham because of his religion.
It did no good, He ate ham.

After an hour the police arrived, The
bandit stuck his gun into the counter
man's back and muttered ; * Tell 'em a
Eg:# story.” The man said there had

a brawl but it was over. When the
gunman finally left, £25 was missing from
the cush register and 30 customers sat
stuffed with £15 worth of ham and egis.
Hours later, the police arrested William
Kampf, oged 22. “1 had a few drinks
and thought T would have a little fun,”
he was quated as saying,.

+ -
Retort Courageous!

Maval officers are talking of the signal
made by the captain of Diamond after

the collision with the cruiser Swiftsure,
which was the subject of ‘a4 court-martial.

Asg Swiltsure, hit bows on, went astern,
the Admiral signalled: “ What dé you
intend o do now?" The reply from
Diamond’s caplain at this catastrophic
moment in his coreer was | understand,
“Buy a farm !™

Christmas Cards

We have six desigos in black and white
or colour, by Eileen Rivers. She is an
Irish artist and her work is really
The trouble is that they are wood-culs
and we cannot take too many Impressions
from the blocks. If you hurry up and
wrile you-may be in time to gel a few —
price, 2d each.

Our Burscs

The St. Jude Burse No, 2
Haoly Child of Pragpe Burse ...
The Holy Face Burse o
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Buru

Little Flower Burse A 52
St. Anne Burse 5 cor ak
5t. Anthony Buise :
St, Martha Burse A L

Already acknowledged. Increase.
£47519 2 now £777 8 2
32515 3 407 T 3
12613 2 136 13 2
138 4 & 188 4 6

615 0 166 15 0
1713 6 2813 6
4213 6 213 6
85310 6 855 10 &
344 11 0 IS 11 0

kneel at the Manger.

« during the year.

A Happy Christmas

It is not too early to wish you a Happy
Christrnas. May the Blessings of the Holy Season
come down on you from the Holy Child as you

Thank you for having been so good to us
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