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“Say this when you pray”.  As I noted last Sunday, prayer is the obvious topic after we have 
heard about Mary sitting at the Lord’s feet to hear his word.  That gives her a clear role as a 
disciple of Jesus.  Jesus now teaches his own prayer after a request from his disciples to teach 
them a prayer just as John the Baptist taught his disciples.   Here in Luke, the Lord’s Prayer is 
clearly an identity prayer for the disciples of Jesus.  We may pray the longer form given in 
Matthew’s Gospel but the reason for our praying is given by Luke.  I always stress the 
importance of the Lord’s Prayer as the prayer to be prayed by all the baptised, we can all still 
share the prayer even if we are not in full unity.  There is much anxiety expressed about 
sharing holy communion but let us make the most of what we have.  In 1960 there might have 
been some hesitation about praying the Lord’s Prayer with those who were not Catholics, but 
even by 1965 all that had changed and full sharing of the prayer was accepted.  Such praying 
together is the very basis of our growth in unity. 

The Lord’s Prayer in Luke’s Gospel is shorter and simpler that the Prayer in Matthew’s Gospel 
with just five petitions.  It also has a different context.   Given the dominance of the longer 
prayer, it is surprising that the shorter one survived at all though it is more likely to be the 
original form.  Thus the longer prayer is found in Luke’s Gospel in the Authorised Version.  The
Latin Vulgate kept the shorter prayer which is therefore found in the Douai translation.  The 
context in Matthew is part of the presentation in the Sermon on the Mount of almsgiving, 
prayer and fasting.  The point then emphasised from the prayer by Jesus is forgiveness.  

Luke therefore gives us a shorter prayer presented in a context of prayer.  The shorter version 
therefore enables us to focus on what is essential.  God is simply “Father” as well as being holy.
So we pray for the coming of his kingdom in this world.  From this we have three petitions 
addressing our needs:  our daily bread each day, an atmosphere of forgiveness and seeking not
to be put to the test.  It’s all direct and to the point.

We then hear this Sunday the immediate follow-up to the prayer with the parable.  For many 
centuries, this has been presented as a parable about persistence in prayer.  My Douai Bible 
(1879) comments that the Lord wishes us to pray with zeal and perseverance.  Yet every 
dictionary tells me that the Greek word is about shame.  A modern rendering would be 
“because of his shamelessness he will get up ... ”  I have long been puzzled why a parable about
persisting in prayer should be Jesus’s comment on his prayer.  Now the emphasis is shifted 
from the one praying to the one receiving the prayer, God, Father.  That makes excellent sense 
as a comment on the Jesus’ prayer.  From the parable we learn that our God who receives our 
prayer is utterly reliable and that he will respond to our petitions. 

The opening could be rendered “Can you imagine going to a neighbour asking for help to 
entertain a friend and getting this response.”  An emphatic “no” would have come from the 
villagers who were Jesus’ listeners because their traditions of hospitality were being broken.   
The friend late a night needs food for his visiting friend so he goes to another friend whom he 
knows has bread.  In the end the friend will provide the bread because he wants to avoid being
shamed before the whole village, a loss of face we might say.  So our God who is Father for us 
will never be shamed though he might seem to be slow in answering. 



The next part of the parable makes that clear as it does bring out the need for perseverance in 
prayer.  We can be sure that the father won’t hand his son a snake instead of a fish.  From our 
side we do indeed have be persistent with our prayer knocking on the door, but in the end the 
Father will give his great gift of the Holy Spirit.  

That is normally regarded as the conclusion of this teaching on prayer.  However, I think there 
is good reason to say that the teaching continues.  The natural climax and conclusion comes 
later.  So we can continue to reflect on this chapter of Luke in a context of prayer.  None of this 
though is heard as a Sunday Gospel.

One reason for this is immediately evident.  The comments that follow about demon and 
Beelzebub are found also in the Gospels of Mark and Matthew and so are read as part of 
Mark’s Gospel in year B.    The contexts though are different.  In Mark this episode is part of 
teaching about the true family of Jesus.  In Luke however, the link with what precedes is quite 
weak so that we can continue to read in the context of prayer the passage that follows about 
Satan.  Furthermore, Luke has removed references to the Pharisees so that the comments are 
open.  Luke has also added those seeking a sign.

The trigger therefore is the gift of the Holy Spirit which now leads on to consideration of 
unclean spirits.  In terms of Christian spirituality, this is discernment, the experience of good 
and bad spirits in our lives and how we need to distinguish between them in often ambiguous 
circumstances.  From that come the choices we must make.

The first reaction is the amazement of the crowd at the healing of the deaf mute.  His mouth is 
opened to give praise to God.  Yet that leads to further questioning, the source of the healing, 
which in this a fair question.  Alternatively, people can look for a sign, an easy solution 
avoiding discerning and choosing.  To that, Jesus will respond a little later with the sign of 
Jonah.

Jesus though replies to the first question making it clear that he has the finger of God, more 
powerful than magic with reference to the plagues in Egypt in the book of Exodus.  Jesus is the 
stronger man.  

Finally, there is the climax as the woman cries out in the crowd.  Jesus’s response of a blessing 
on those who hear and keep the word of God recalls Mary earlier sitting at his feet.  It is true 
as well of Mary, Jesus’ own mother who is always blessed.  Prayer is a conversation and we 
need to be listeners ourselves.


