
Sunday   3  rd   July 2022:  14  th   Sunday in Ordinary  Time  

“Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem” opened the Gospel for last Sunday as Luke set the scene 
for Jesus’ journey.    That continues with the Gospel for this Sunday which begins “after this” so
that we can now look at the whole opening presentation of the journey1.  Then Jesus’ teaching 
begins with a famous parable which will form the Gospel for next Sunday.

The Gospels for these two Sundays show well the importance of reading the readings in your 
Bible, preferably in a different translation.  This will show the reading in its setting and 
highlight the often heavy handed editing.   This Sunday we need to fill the gaps, the passages 
which have been left out.  Following the announcement of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, the 
opening presentation is composed of a series of layers.  Lasagne may be a useful image here, 
the first layer of pasta was read last Sunday.  There are two more layers which are omitted 
from the Gospel this week.  What we hear is the meat, the sending out and return of the 
seventy.  Keeping this in mind, we will read through the whole presentation.

We begin with the formal announcement of Jesus’ departure for Jerusalem.  A little earlier at 
the Transfiguration, this was anticipated with a discussion about his exodus from the city.   
Jesus sends messengers (not apostles) ahead to prepare for him.  Their rejection is a reminder
of the difficulties of the journey.  The way forward is to keep moving and be patient.  Jesus 
turns aside the wrath of his disciples, the human temptation to violence as a quick solution.

 There follows the first layer, underlining the conditions for being a follower of Jesus.  Literally 
they are “on the way” and in the Acts of the Apostles Christianity will be called the Way.   Jesus 
makes three statements which recall the summons by Elijah to Elisha, the Old Testament 
reading for last Sunday.   To the first, an anonymous comment about following him,  Jesus 
reply indicates the risks of the itinerant preacher. .  The middle statement is central because 
Jesus himself makes the call to follow him.  Here the aim of proclaiming the kingdom of God is 
key.   The third indicates the on-going commitment required of a follower of Jesus.

Putting the hand to the plough leads into the sending out of the missionaries.  The evidence is 
not clear whether there were seventy or seventy two but that is not important.  We can note 
the seventy elders whom Moses called to assist him in the book of Numbers.  

We can see Jesus’ mandate unfolding in three stages.  First there is the commission ending 
with the greeting of peace, shalom.  There follow instructions for welcome and then for not 
welcome, rejection.

Whilst Luke like the other two Synoptic Gospels records the earlier mission of the twelve.   
This second mission of a larger group is unique to Luke with a different context, a missionary 
context which is based on the all demanding commitment to following Jesus just stated.  The 
chapter boundary makes the link less obvious.  That it is the Lord who appointed the group 
indicates as well a setting in the early Church. This is the title of the risen Jesus so Luke is 
reflecting in the Gospel about the Christian community of his own day. In Matthew's mission 
discourse in  his Gospel, the mission is limited to the lost sheep of Israel. Luke here is already 
thinking of the universal mission of the Church. Matthew's use of the saying about the need for 

1 The whole passage is Lk 9,51-10,24



labourers in the harvest comes before Jesus chooses and sends out the twelve. Luke has given it a 
wider setting.  That they go out in pairs in both for support and because two witnesses are needed.  

There are overtones of the messianic portrait in Isaiah where the wolf shall lie down with the lamb. 
This introduces the theme of peace.  As before there is a single-mindedness needed for the mission. 
Peace is then stressed here in a way it is not for the mission of the Twelve. Peace, Hebrew Shalom, 
means reconciliation and repentance as will become evident in the next verses.

If peace is accepted then further instructions follow and the contrast between a welcome and not 
being welcomed.  Following the welcome, the goal is the proclamation of the kingdom of God.

By contrast, if there is no welcome and rejection, there is a dramatic shaking the dust off the feet, .  
Proper hosts would have washed the feet and removed the dust.  Thus Paul and Barnabas left 
Antioch.  Sodom in the book of Genesis  was notorious as the city which refused to repent and 
abused hospitality.

The mention of Sodom then leads to a series of woes as Jesus continues speaking in the interlude 
before the return of the missionaries. Woes are always warnings, a call to heed the proclamation. 
The call to repentance in these verses which is expressed in traditional language such as "sackcloth 
and ashes", as in Jonah for example, provides a more general missionary theme. This is followed up
on the return of the disciples.  The conclusion is that Jesus stresses listening but rejection is all too 
likely.

The seventy then return with joy at the success of their mission and a comment about the demons 
submitting to them. In this Gospel healings are often presented as exorcisms.  Jesus follows this 
with an enthusiastic response.   He names the devil, "Satan" is used here for the first time in the 
Gospel. He is the tempter at the beginning of Job. He is also thrown out of heaven in the 
Apocalypse.

And this leads Jesus into the prayer of thanksgiving and blessing. The prayer is Trinitarian because 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all present and a reminder that all mission is founded on Jesus' close
relation to God.  Thus the disciples are privileged, blessed, because they are enabled to participate 
in God's purposes.

This missionary presentation is of special importance today because that is how Pope Francis sees 
renewal in the Church.  “I dream of a ‘missionary option’, that is, a missionary impulse capable of 
transforming everything….” he writes in Evangelii Gaudium and quotes in his letter this week 
about the liturgy.  He goes on to comment about renewal to be more mission oriented, the need for 
ordinary pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and open.  We are all among the seventy.

Please note that the next reflection will be in two week’s time, for Sunday 17th July


